AUSTRALIAN & NEW ZEALAND FORENSIC SCIENCE SOCIETY (S.A. Branch)

THE ADELAIDE MEDAL
CRITERIA
1. BACKGROUND
The Adelaide Medal was introduced at the 12th Meeting of the International
Association of Forensic Sciences in 1990 to mark the holding of the IAFS meeting in
Adelaide. The intention was that the medal should be for scientific achievement
and contribution that have had a marked influence on the forensic sciences from
an international perspective.
The medal is to be awarded in recognition of work that resulted in a change of
direction, new thinking or significant improvement in current methodologies. It is
not intended that the award be for management or administrative achievement. It
is firmly focused on science.

2. REQUIREMENTS AND OPERATION OF THE MEDAL
• The Medal shall be known as the ADELAIDE MEDAL.
• One Medal shall be awarded at each IAFS meeting.
• The Medal shall be awarded for personal, significant contribution to the
advancement of the forensic sciences.
• The recipient must be, or have been, a practitioner.
• The recipient must be outstanding in his or her area.
• The Medal should be inscribed with the name of the recipient and the year
of presentation.
• A citation from the Council of IAFS should accompany the presentation of
the Medal.

3. NOMINATION PROCEDURE AND SELECTION PROCESS
Nomination of candidates for the Adelaide Medal will be initiated by the IAFS
President in-office, at the request of the Committee of the Australian and New
Zealand Forensic Science Society (South Australian Branch) 12 months prior to the
date of the IAFS meeting at which the Medal will be awarded.
The following organisations are each invited to recommend a candidate for the
Medal together with a summary of their candidates' achievements (see submission
guidelines below):
• Organizing Committee of the IAFS Meeting,
• American Academy of Forensic Sciences,
• Forensic Science Society of the United Kingdom,
• European Network of Forensic Science Institutes,
• Mediterranean Academy of Forensic Sciences and,
• Australian and New Zealand Forensic Science Society.
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The nominations will be passed to the Council of IAFS for forwarding to the
Australian and New Zealand Forensic Science Society no later than 6 months prior
to the IAFS meeting. After reviewing the submissions, the Australian and New
Zealand Forensic Science Society will prepare a list of four names, with one being
the suggested recipient of the medal for consideration by the South Australian
Branch. This consideration will take place at least 5 months prior to the IAFS
meeting. Once the winner of the Medal has been finalized, the medal will be
engraved, and forwarded to the Organizing Committee for presentation at the IAFS
Meeting. The recipient will be notified no later than 4 months prior to the IAFS
meeting. To raise the awareness and prestige of the Adelaide Medal, the winner
will be invited to give a plenary lecture on the occasion when he or she receives
the medal.
4. SUBMISSION GUIDELINES
The following information should form the summary of each candidate’s
achievements and may be provided in prose or dot points:
• Brief biography including background, qualifications and current position
(up to 500 words)
• Specific contribution to the advancement of the forensic sciences, outlining
work as a practitioner and the outstanding nature of the contribution (up
to 750 words)
• Awards and prizes
• Publications
o Total number of peer-reviewed publications (e.g. journal articles,
book chapters, books)
o A selection of up to 10 with a 50-word explanation of the importance
of the selected published work
• Major research projects/grants/patents
o Total number of these
o A selection of up to 10 with a 50-word explanation of the importance
of each

