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DVI Response to the downing of Malaysian Airlines
flight MH17 - Operation AREW

On 17 July 2014, Malaysian Airlines flight MH17 crashed near Hrabove village,
Donetsk Oblast, in eastern Ukraine. The incident resulted in the deaths of 298
passengers and crew members, including 41 passengers of interest to Australia
including 28 citizens. The Government subsequently directed that an Australian team,
including the AFP, would deploy to the Ukraine and the Netherlands to assist in the
recovery and identification of the victims and the investigation of the circumstances of
the crash. The AFP established Operation AREW in support of the Australian
Government’s response. In all, approximately 280 AFP members were deployed,
including disaster victim identification (DVI), investigation and other specialists, with
support from State and Territory Police and other Australian Government agencies.

This presentation will focus on the DVI response to the incident and will be delivered
by Dr Simon Walsh, AFP Chief Scientist and AFP National DVI Commander, who held
the key command responsibilities for the DVI operations.
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